Attention Parents/ Guardians:

New information on H1N1/ Swine Flu severity and the extent of community spread warrant revision of the school closure guidance. 

As of May 4, 2009, more than 1000 confirmed or probable cases of H1N1/ swine flu have been reported from 44 states, with numerous disease clusters, indicating spread within communities that makes individual school closure less effective as a control measure. Most U.S. cases have not been severe and are comparable in severity to seasonal influenza. 

CDC and local and state health officials will continue to closely monitor the severity and spread of this H1N1 influenza /swine flu outbreak. 

At this time, CDC recommends the primary means to reduce spread of influenza in schools is to focus on early identification of ill students and staff, staying home when ill, and good cough and hand hygiene etiquette. Following these recommendations is critical in the prevention of the spread of illness.  Decisions about school closure should be at the discretion of local authorities based on local considerations, including public concern and the impact of school absenteeism and staffing shortages.

Cobb County School District policy regarding fever will be closely followed.  Please make sure you are familiar with the fever policy.  See policy outlined below:

Fever (Normal oral temperature is 98.6 degrees F):
    a. Low-grade (Oral temperature 99.5 to 100.9 degrees F): 
        (1) The school nurse will notify the parent/guardian of students with low-grade fever. 

   (2) Students with low-grade fever may remain in school if no other symptoms are present.

   (3) Students will be sent home from school with low-grade fever if other symptoms (e.g. cough, sore throat, headache, abdominal discomfort, etc.) are present.
    b. High-grade: 

   (1) Oral temperature of 101 degrees F or above:


 (a) Students will be sent home from school for a high-grade fever.


 (b) Students may not return to school until free of fever for a full 24 hours.


 (c) Students will not be dismissed to the bus with a high-grade fever.

   (2) Oral temperature of 104 degrees F or above:


 (a) The school nurse will institute measures to bring down the child’s 


       temperature:


       1) Allow student to lie down on cot.


       2) Ask/assist student to remove outer layers of clothing, such as a jacket, sweater, second shirt, and shoes. 


       3) Do not place blanket on student.


       4) Apply cool washcloth or towel to student’s forehead and arm pits (if area is accessible). Keep cloths cool and damp.


       5) Offer sips of cool water only if student is not vomiting and is free of  abdominal pains.

(b) The parent/guardian will be notified immediately.


 (c) The school nurse will initiate the school’s Emergency Management Plan (this means the nurse will call 911) if the parent/guardian is unable to arrive at school within fifteen minutes to pick up their student.  (See Section E of Rule JLC)


 (d) The school nurse will notify school administrator that 911 has been called.
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