
Math Curse!!  
 

Your Task:   To create one page of the  “Class Math Curse” book on the square paper 

provided.  Following the format of Math Curse by Jon Scieszka, create a story on how you encounter 
math during the day after you’ve been “cursed” by your math teacher!  You should write your story in 
first person.  (That means, use “I” for the main character.)  

 

Day 1:  ___________________________ 
1.  Warm up: Brainstorm math topics 
2.  Read Math Curse by Jon Scieszka 
3.  Review math topics/brainstorm story ideas as a class 
4.  Begin Rough Draft 
 
HW: Finish Rough Draft  
 
 

Day 2:  ___________________________ 
1.  Rough Draft HW check 
2.  Peer-edit rough drafts 
3.  Get teacher’s signature 
4.  Begin Final Copy (bring your own colored pencils for your final copy!) 
 
HW:  Finish Final Copy 
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Checklist  as you complete this project:  
  
___ Choose a math t opic and sett ing for  your page.  
  
 Math topic: ________________ Setting: ___________________ 

 
___ Create a rough draft  (on the provide paper).   Your rough draft must have all of 
the information that you final copy will have.  Your pictures should be sketches of what your actual 
pictures will be.  You do not need to color the rough draft.  You must have all of your spelling and 
grammar correct though!  You also need to have the answers to your questions figured out during the 
rough draft stage. 
 
___ Peer-edit  your page.   Follow the steps below when you peer edit: 

 
 ___1. Swap rough drafts and peer-edit checklists (this sheet!) with your partner. 

 ___2.    Peer editor’s name: ________________ 

 ___3. Read the rough draft.  Put a check in the areas that have been done well: 

  ___ Rough draft uses complete sentences. 

  ___ Story makes sense. 

  ___ There are at least THREE math questions in the story. 

  ___ There aren’t any spelling or grammar errors that I can find. 

  ___ There is a sketch of a picture that makes sense with the story and fills the page. 

  ___ The answers to the questions are written in the answer box. 

  ___ I gave any suggestions to the author that I had to improve their story. 

 ___4. Give rough draft and peer edit checklist back to it’s owner. 

 
___ Teacher Check.    Bring this checklist and your rough draft to your teacher.  The teacher 
will check for: 
  

o Three or more math references 
o Sentence structure 
o A story that makes sense 
o Graphic that fills the page and fits the story 

 
o Teacher’s initials: _____ 

 
Begin your Final Copy.   

- Use provided template.   
- All writing and pictures must be in color.  Colored pencil is preferred.  
- Fill the page like the original Math Curse did, but don’t add “fru-fru” that doesn’t go 

along with your story.   
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MATH CURSE ROUGH DRAFT PAGE 
 
This sheet should be used to create your rough draft.   
 
Final copies will be slightly larger, but this space below will help you with the layout of your page.  The 
margin on the left should be left blank (that is where the book will be bound). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Answer box:  
Number your questions! 

Answer box will be on the 
BACK of the final copy pages 
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Rubric for  Math Curse:  
 

 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 
Completed Checklist  Student devotes a lot of 

time and effort to the 

writing process and has 

a completed "Checklist". 

(topic and setting, rough 

draft, peer edit, and 

teacher check). Works 

hard to make the story 

wonderful.  

Student devotes time and 

effort but has an 

incomplete "Checklist". 

(missing one of the 

following: topic and 

setting, rough draft, peer 

edit, and teacher check). 

Works and gets the job 

done.  

Student devotes some 

time and effort but has 

an incomplete 

"Checklist". (missing 

two of the following: 

topic and setting, rough 

draft, peer edit, and 

teacher check). Does 

enough to get by.  

Student devotes little 

time and effort to the 

writing process. 

(missing three or 

more of the 

following: topic and 

setting, rough draft, 

peer edit, and teacher 

check).  

Neatness  The final draft of the 

story is readable, clean, 

neat and attractive. It is 

free of erasures and 

crossed-out words. It 

looks like the author 

took great pride in it.  

The final draft of the 

story is readable, neat 

and attractive. It may 

have one or two erasures, 

but they are not 

distracting. It looks like 

the author took some 

pride in it.  

The final draft of the 

story is readable and 

some of it is attractive. 

It looks like parts of it 

might have been done 

in a hurry.  

The final draft is not 

neat or attractive. It 

looks like the student 

just wanted to get it 

done and didn't put 

their best effort 

toward making it 

look good.  

Illustrations  Original illustrations are 

detailed, attractive, 

creative and relate to the 

text on the page.  

Original illustrations are 

somewhat detailed, 

attractive, and relate to 

the text on the page.  

Original illustrations 

relate to the text on the 

page.  

Illustrations are not 

present OR they are 

not original.  

Writing  There are no spelling or 

grammar errors in the 

final draft. First person 

is used throughout  

There is one spelling or 

grammar error in the 

final draft or one error in 

person (not first person).  

There are 2-3 spelling 

and/or grammar errors 

in the final draft and/or 

errors in person (not 

first person).  

The final draft has 

more than 3 spelling 

and/or grammar 

errors and/or errors in 

person (not first 

person).  

Math in Story  There are three or more 

math questions in the 

story.  

There are two math 

questions in the story.  

There is one math 

question in the story.  

There are no math 

questions in the story.  

Accuracy of Math 

Work  

Answers to all math 

questions are provided 

and correct.  

All answers to math 

questions are provided, 

but one is not correct.  

Answers to math 

questions are not all 

provided OR more than 

one are incorrect.  

There are no answers 

provided OR all 

provided answers are 

incorrect.  

 
 
Student Name: ___________________ Score: ___/24 = _____% 
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Notes for  the teacher:  
 

- Before students begin their rough drafts, brainstorm different math topics they already 
know (also part of the warm up.)  Help them link these math topics to things that occur 
in their every day lives.  Do this before fill out Checklist Item #1: Topic and Setting. 

- When you read the story, get into it!  Talk about it as you read it.  The kids will respond 
with as much enthusiasm as you have. 

- Only let them use colored pencils to color.  The final project looks MUCH nicer that 
way! 

- FINAL COPY PAPER: To get final copy paper, all I do is take a regular piece of 
computer paper and cut it down to be the size of a square.  I usually photocopy the left-
side margin (where the binding goes) and on the back photocopy a box for the final 
answer to be written.  However, you don’t have to do that—you can have the kids use 
completely blank paper. 

- To bind the final copy, I always go to Office Max.  They have an amazing copy center 
where they can bind the book with a nice coil bind and put a plastic cover on the front 
and back.  Makes the book VERY durable, and really nice to look at! 

 
Enjoy, the kids always enjoy this project and remember it all year long.  ! 

 
 
 

 


















